"EPHESIAN V   (Bechhofer Roberts's)

Paul Verlaine

No satisfactory biography of Paul Verlaine, perhaps the
most picturesque figure of modern Europe, has yet appeared.
His official biographers portray him as a great poet who suf-
fered ignominy, poverty, and imprisonment because of his
generous nature. Other Continental biographers regard
him as a human beast who wallowed in filth and sexual
perversion, and dragged down to ruin his mother, his wife,
and all others who put their trust in him. Much new mater-
ial, ^including still unpublished memoirs, has recently come
to light, but has not yet been set before English readers.

Using this new material as well as facts already known,
the present book takes an entirely new line on Verlaine.
"Ephesian**, whose skiU as a biographer has been evidenced
by a number of successful books, has been engaged for a
considerable time in the preparation of this biography,
which, we prophesy, will take its place as the last word upon
its subject* It shows us a poet of gigantic genius, of
terrible personal weaknesses, of lovely verse and spartding
prose, of absinthe-erased adventures in the lower depths ;
but withal a t^iao. who was more sinned against than sinning*
Admiration and pity, kughter and disgust, will be evoked
by this profound study, which paints a picture of human
grandeur and decadence as fascinating as any novel.
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